... v r .-,^,«*r- ~? ^ 



.•\':Vi»:, 




* * -y * .... . xm^^s-: 



- v^^gT . 





oitontioiU 



I villi to «drl4«,th.tt tho lnfyrwtUon 
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62-32*09 



luguat 12, 19*9 



*re, lUrie Hubert Holbrook 
417 RllUxy Street 
Row Orlenne, Louisiana 



Bear lire. Holbrook* 



This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter d*ted July 27, 1939, addressed to trie Attorney 
General of the United States, conceding crime con- 
ditions In Louisiana, which letter has been re- 
ferred to tills Bureau for appropriate attention * 

I wish to advise th&t tne information 
contained la your letter is being referred to 
0nited States Attorney Rene A# Tioeca at lew Orle&ne, 
end I would euggest th^t in the event you U*re 
a^jr definite information regarding Federal violation*, 
yya iaey be desirous of coaamnicatlng Vie easie 
direct to Mr* Vioaca* 

▼eiy truly your*, 



Ar. £. a. r«rnm 
Mr. C»*ft« 
Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Cgari 

Mr. 0 levin 
•At, Crwfl ^_ 

■»i ■ • niiivw 
Mr. t^^r 
»»: Mc*ntire 

:a, h 

Mv . 3 
Wi Tracy 



John Ldgar Hoover 
Director 



c .vies f tajS-Mllifr fVfflAS'KF^-iuJ)* 
ffice Ly c -^.^MMWrCATt'ONS^BE.G^vw 
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Nev vrje^ns, Louisiana* 



July 27th. 1939. 



Honorable Frank Murphy 




Attorney General United States 



Washington, D.C 



My dear sir: 




Since your office is investigating the rottiness existing in th 
State Administration of Louisiana, I beliere this is an opportune 
time to remind you that the people of our State are fast losing 
confidence in some Louisiana Courts, They distrust the Judges and 
in fact anyone else connected with the Courts. These men seem to b< 
seeking only political advancement through their eloquence and cro« 
tactics. This is particularly true in Iberville Parish or in the 
tovm of Plaquemine, Louis iana g where I hare lived and where I hare 
been treated as shabbily as any woman could possibly hare been » 
I could recite to your Agents or Representatives a number of wrong* 
doings By this clique in Plaquemine, Louisiana and proTe to you , 
that great injustice has been done to me by them. 

I give you the above in format ion , because I feel certain that j 
will be glad to have a thorough investigation made- I am at your 
service, and shall be extremely glad to co-operate with you* 
With kindest regards,' I am, - 



Very truly yours, 



417 Hillary Street 
•fJew Orleans 




i 



Louisiana • 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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jfrftera! Bureau of Iiiurfttisattoti 
Uniteib Statrs 2J*partmetit of 3ustirr 

ffiasl) hi&t on, <£. 

JFS:DF July 20, 1939 

12 Boom 





M£M0KAM)IJM FOR MR. E. A. TAia^ ^^ 



1 instructed Special Agent Shivers of the New Orleans Office 
to furnish a copy of the summary report of Special Agent C. E. Weeks, 

Julv 1939* in the case entitled 
nUonte ifNHart, et al, Mail Fravtf", to Assistant Attorney General 0. 
John Roggej also the report of Special Agent C. W. Punker, dated at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, on July 18, 1939, in the case entitled? "Lo^fi_iang__ 
St^^fflcjJSiSi Information Concerning", which sets forth his interview 
^itir^i^Tliarpe, former secretary to Huey^Eong. 

/ Special Agent Shivers informed he received information from ^ 

Special Agent Scott at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that it is rumored the 

+ +j-^fiTr «cfiTTtft+. former Governor \ 

>)tfil1tt Ul'falUU *> Ul'y ffXJLJ- CU.I iiiUAV/ vwu** w w**^ w^^^.-w „ 

Leche for aiding Dr. James ^nroe Smith in his bond manipulations. ^ 
There is another rumor that Chief of Police JosepiiTBates will be dismissed^ 
and fill be replaced by E. 0>^uer, Jr., head of the Traffic Division of 
the>>Tolice Department r^aton Rouge, Louisiana, a National Police Academy ^ 
Gr aduate , v. 



/ There is another rumor that General Louis ^T'&uerre, head of 
the 1 Louisiana State Police is expected to be released momentarily. 

Mr, Shivers advised he would immediately advise the Bureau by 
teletype if these contemplated rumors taJce place* 

Respectfully, 
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Mr. Tar ter 




Fi-.I NEW ORLEANS 7-20-3S 
^ DIRECTOR 

::j.:7£ e*hart etal mail fraud, ^l ouisiam^b 
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IN FEDERAL CCL'.TNEU ORLEANS TODAY TO THL^JkM^SffiSA^^ 
TO LEAVE LOUISIANA JUNE TWENTY FIFTH AN| DID NOT _^SLj&/kvOiSJ 





Mr, Ir£.wler 
Mr. N; -hr»: 9 
Mr. RoHon 
Mr. £e*ril 
Mr. QtJian Tamm 

r. Ti «cy „ 

<-« il+itdy 



l.f 



l AIL .UNDER FEDERAL HABEAS CORPUS) 



PROSECUTION. EONDS SET IN STATE AND FEDERAL CASES WERE ACCEPTER \ 

LN" T- NOT ...... T "TEF TO MAT 

AD FROSEQUENDUi:. Tr.AT SMITH WAS QUESTIONED AGAINST HIS KIL L B Y 



"E" ERAL INVEST I GA TPS £ , NAMING INVESTIGATOR INTELLIGENCE UNIT 



' - **\ 




R EASIER Y PFPARTrujl. THAT ACTIONS OF OFFICIALS AND INVESTIGATORS 



'OF US VIC LA TEF HIS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. FBI NOT MENTIONED 
. T.EC :".STS THAT COURT ORDER THAT NO ONE CAN SEE HIM EXCEPT COUNSELED 



EE PERMITTED TO MAKE E AIL. /JO* DATE SET FOR HEARING THISS 



^KTTITIOM. USA IS CONTESTING SAME . AC QN£I£>£NI.I AL INFORMANT ADVIS g: THAT 
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■art: ^. or F?.A:::-f\ rf:£D, who is - TTOhiiiYr 
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CCMI TAX :•,£.;. *T VISED INFORM. NT JURY WOULD lE HANDLE' SAM;„ 
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1 It**' ' r ^ 

HAVE BUSINESSES OPERATED BY MEMBERS FLOURISH. INFORMANT : 
ADVISED HE UNDERSTOOD THREE MEN WERE ACTUALLY PAID OFF IN 
ABE 6 SHUSHAN TRIAL AND WILL ATTEMPT OBTAIN AND FURNISH ....... 



NAMES • 

SACKETT 

END 



OK FBI WASHINGTON DC OEC 
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£*cial Agaai in Cb*rflft 



Rai CRIME C0HDITI0S8 - LOOlSUfU 



There *ra Inclosed harowith two ^oto- 
at* tic eopiaa of a copy of a la t tar da tad at 
Be* Orl^na, Louisiana, July 20, 1939 § adores sad 
to Tha Tiaea-Piceyuna Pubiiahing Co., Sew Orl^iB, 
by 9 A Pulled Citi*#n,* ^gather with two photo- 
atatic Oodles of the anwalope in which it w*a 
Mftiiad to tfca Attorney Geaer&I, whicu r<>f<&rrad 
to ttoa Buraau tgr tha Daparta^at. It ia daalrad 

wax one cop)' uw i ux-lul ty /vm vi**»i w 
tJait#d Attorney Ran* A* Tioaca, Hear 

Orleana# 

Vary tnrigr youra. 
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Mr. TaJ.on 
Mr. Nathan 



Mr. E. A. Timni 

Mr. Clan 

Mr. Cofray 

Mr. r K<in 

Mr- CJavkn 

Mr. Crow I 
Mr- Hartoo 
Mr. law let 
**r< Mc'ntire 
Mr. fins' '■ 
Mr. Eo.-rs 
Mr. Nfeiioi; 
^r. q Tennii 
Mr . Tfic> 



John Edgar Hootwt 
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/ o' v „ a0 t Orleans, Louisiana 
I . -, ,y.7 July 20,1939, 
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The Tines-Picayune PublishiJitf' Co. 
Th« New Orleans States Pub* SP^'V; 
Nevi Orleans-, Louisiana* 

Attention - Managing Editor . 

Now, this letter is not me ait for publication nor is it meant to 
have my name put into print - all it is intended for. is to set,tla 
a few questions that have been running through my mind recently • in 
regard to the "Stink" in Louisiana Policial K.3&f 



I would like to determine for my own personal satisfaction Just 
how. much you, (The Times Picayune and Jf«0« States) knew 4f this messy 
scandal* before you had the nerve to stand the stand of publishing 
the facts as you have and just what pressure, if any. was brought to 
bear upon you by the "enemy camp" to make you publish this news - or 
did you do it ^ust for the purpose of increasing your circulation^ 1 ^ 
And another question - Just how much mora do you know and not dis- 
closing* . .. ■■-y^. v-'. :/:■■>. 

Now your answer might be that you were collecting £hd evidence ' 
for months, or maybe years, for it is hardly possible to have all 
this evidence dumped into one's lap in ont lump sum, and if you did 
have this Information in your hands for any length of time, saying, 
as Z expect you to • that you were collecting all of this evidence, , 
piece by piecS until you had a sufficient amount • then you, The 
Times-Picayune and The New Orleans States are as equally as guilty 
as President Smith and all others implicated in this modem crime of 
politics, and you might consider yourself, and you actually are, an - 
accessory to the crime* For had you known of the very slightest die-' 
crepancy in the W.P.A* Funds or the State's funds - it was your -fa 
rightful duty to your patrons, who support you and make it possible Pi 
^ for you to exist, and also to the voters of the State of Louisiana, * 
who should be posted at all times on the affairs of the State, to fc 
come out in the beginning and demand that an example be made of those 
Implicated in the crime, A crime is a crime, whether it be the theft- 
of a postage stamp or a Government Build ing and if you had any know- i 
ledge'of it - then, it was your duty to expose the guilty parties. ^ 
If you had done this in the beginning it would have, meant the savings 
of many thousands of dollars of the public's funds and would have 
stopped in a great degree the general pilfering of (he State's as well 
as the Federal Government's funds. ^ , ir. ~_i g/n/ 

Now each day you list in your papers the various ^ indictments 
issued by the Government, State and City, but are you able~or willing 
to predict just how many indicted will be convicted 4 ? I'm willing to 
say' that you and the rest of the general public, like myself dont 
expect to see one single conviction * because, of the fact, that those 
"in power" will see to it thatjthe indictments are quashedf and also 
see to it that the public will be satisfied to the extent of believing 
"They wont do it again - they have learned their lesson l" Can you 
truthfully say that you believe they have or will ever learn their 
lesson? 




all, <3Uestl0 ° -*U be 



answered to the 



satisfaction 
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*ew Orleans, Louisiana. 
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ACH:LL 

62-32509 -188 



August 12, 



Crowl*/, Louisiana 




lour letter dated JuJjr 24, 1039, to the 
Attorney General of the United St* tea, relative to 
crime conditions in Louisiana, has been referred to 
this Burouu for attention. 

I wish to advise th*t tne infor *tion 
eont&i net! in your letter is being re fur rod to United 
States Attomqy Hen* A* Vioeca. Mew Orleans, wsd 
It is suggested that In the event you possess 
definite Inforoatioa ooncaralaf a *eder&l violation, 
you may be do si roue of furnishing the saac direct 
to Mr« Vioeea# 

- 

Tsry tru^y yours* 



Mr. TAl Mn 
Mr. Nathan 



. Mr. t. A. T»mm 



Mr. Cten 

Mr. Caffay 
Mr. Csan 
Mr. Glavln 
Mr- Crowl 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. L^w'er 
*f»' <Mc«ntir? 
**> Ro».*»n 

W ' . Sl1«>! - : 

r . it ■ <. f;o 1 iv 
Mi . t; Tdinnj 
Mr. Tracy 



John Edgar Hoover 
director 



LZji&iteJlL^^ letter to Hew Orleans 

even date.) 
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Crowley , Louisiana, 
July 24th, 1939 • 




1, JUL?? 197.1 




Eoru Frank Murphy, 

Attorney General of the United States, 
Washington, P. C* 

Dear Sir: 

We hope that there will not be a third Louisiana pur- 
chase, and that you will continue your investigation 
until the entire gang of political rascals, now in 
office, are removed and jailed, 

Louisiana is in such a terrible position that it is 
Impossible to elect an honest man to a high office * 
Large amounts are spent to elect members of the 
legislature, judges, and even police jurors and school 
board members. The money comes from the State 
organization. Justice Pournet of the State Supreme 
Cov.rt was not legally elected, and takes an active part 
in politics and In the oil business. His conduct in 
office should be investigated, and the amount of his 
income should be determined* Judge Hugo Bore*, of the 
Court of Appeal, is another judge who is an active f\ [ 

politician and is said to have become rich in the nast ^ 
few years* 

Hon. D* V. Ellison, the Attorney General of Louisiana, 
who is a Crowley boy, is reported to be doing everything 
possible to hinder your investigation, and cover up the 
acts of his pel it ical "friends . He was secretary to 
Governor Leche, and T*as appointed to his present position 
a few months ago, . t think, for the purpose of protecting / 
Leche and the otlv'r nolitirel rascals* 



* 



The facts already developed by your Investigation 
show what we have known to be true for the past 
eight or ten years. 

I am not In politics and have no Influence whatever, 
but wish to join the good people of Louisiana in 
asking you to do what you did in Kansas City - clean 
up the political corruption here* 

This letter is not written to harm anyone , but to 

ask that you investigate the activities of the persons 

named above, and to continue yoi^r good work* 



^He ap e c t f ul ly , 



La*\7renhe GJPugh 



Hgazt 10 # 1939 



ACHrLL 

Special Agsat In Charge 



tto*r Sir* 

Thare are incloe^i harowitfc t^o photo- 
static copies of an woxQ-Rrif letter received 
the Attorney O^nar&l on July 26, 193% together 
with t*o photostatic ca^'itft of th« envelope In 
waich it w&a stiltd, ^cst^r^d tt Pr*uicis~ 
rlllo, touifUw.- July ,1939 • It ie desired 
th^t one cu^ be furnished your ofi'iee to 
Baited £tate» Attorney kene A* ftoece, *o« 
Orleaaa* 

Very truly youre. 




John S4g&r Eocrer 
Director 



Ic? insure 
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olajfca K 



Mr* )iarstor $ Atto 




Hr f <J*S* District AtloA^ 

' > > .' ; • "\ J <$$ 






fcrr-istlgatia* for poliUftt ooltipUo* f^MM! ** *<n#«.l»f» 
t la hai b»aa imported d#»»0L W OoW^JMI iftVPt: * 




- .> . -• 



. (if Kosottlss*** MmtalJrtratio&g ««to# ftft* *%U*i*4 
of stow uadif ft jgj^ aiia^r*** &c> ttlU«r* yko had to cfcurgo* 
rc* corrupt flii » «& politics vna t*$»* ^.put& W&* 
gn^fts on ttw CtoYoraaaa* <&*urtUlg <mtT4^s8t3jr $^#Sa t* tesuaaafc* 
for old half S*a4 mule* f&3 bora** sad ffu^lies^ Skese poor twaart 
fam*r* *ort caazpolUd t* .'War f**» *M *«lir# of tfc# of flo# ft* 
charge* Thoy eould not |et thelrchoclc* %«d twy op<*a fc*tfe<*t. 
The/ hed to 1my afe&rs th# bie shot* $ot t&oir graft* Ti.it 

was a regular r$iQk*t# Bisy fcad thoir <Kw(aittae to paa* m Vmm 
vfoldh *X1 got graf%# 



»m in onargo ox;to« z# u*Jjm?+ $ ar» ^tuar - rorcw 
to h^va jxlltlod graft fill oirk« Comslttoo on ior&e pei&s^d on 
lo^Jta aoulu aot loan ft cop?<^r ooat of th«*tr o m viio lot out Ocr # 
^ad tax »oxv«f like uet©** CoemlttM for 6o^t # paa^od u toeai * 
J» ?# Putle4ge t TaB # Kajaitgociory^ ©# Jf t Dt^ioi ^ graft corruption^ 
Jlttla & finely J»W«' Tfe Roeantalj Xoo RinatKio, R» T # Sairell, 
A # W # Kol3\jad # J$*ai* Iftoqullla, Lob lio^lnmn, Aba Staaafct ®tox#Bntl#r t S^bt» 

Ik onlotf to ce* the truth *nd low Aom af* oltl^em of 

•rf.ll £*iow you h^y^ ^ttick the €bv ^raaf*at eau tax p.\yere« Mulsa 
c »ld ago &oad lo^^ are closed & HfcT^r will p^y off* 

S/ A Tixx Pcycr 




COM (0>r) 




ttear Sl*| 



Sen* a ft But pleas* *e<* tip Oft 'Cfl»W»%l<f. *» W*JJ 

Feliciana Pari*, m waaft P*tlns fro* tftjSHDHl • 

Stf.te PenitiatifcXT, By T. H. Kajrtaa & «ar «mrt»* R* w. 
tfco tecfced u» tfce graf* ft politics oa poUtlwd alria& Xa|a* 

f**r political gr-n * caj^H^rxeiu .^pOv «a."irv«™ 

ft nltf 'ftft* ' -W *%ff 

it *«a% •fail-law- ^ *^rdsHU»«**< *•+ • 

JU, - "nysi tax eoaero *is£e» ;w4 ay»«jw*a |A %tiis eu-:-»* 

of puyer* for gpult&r^ to aak* as«»«3r- Caaatn©* oa Vila 

a *« t famHaii . t. n. M.Tt*h«r, Joe Rlnnudo. i'oa 

Rostjntal, Pr'-iak Spdha, Ed Robb, /ae» alll»aura«# 

Pl»ae« I»re»»l«at« th*e« finding* |»»* ta» %f* J»ey 1A0 9V 
taxes. Also lttTostlcata th* publie waif ara »f tha Parl«u 
Aok tae ottl*«»a Aa pay taxae. 
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ACH:AI 



Ponchatoula, Lou I # Una 



a* 



"r. Nathan . 



1 



>. Cleg* -i^,. 

:r. Coffey 

t*. Egftn 

V. G! - ?n 

T.r- Horbo 

■ '.I'. 1 .11 v. 1*.- 1 

.; . Hi ' . ' 



D«*r ir. Dolagw»ai 



: '4m 



m'jqr 



TKU will *40OK>wle<ige receipt Of yo$T X#tt*t.^;^w? 



dated J\Oj 20, 1939, addreseed to tho Honor*bU Frank 
Kurphy, Attorney GttQar^$| and »felch letto* had 




referral to this Burs«l for ipproprgtt| MtonUoj^ 

It U noted la yoitf lettoJr that you r*|ue*V 
that an Investigation be aade of the Louielem flepari- 
a«at of Public Velfere, la thle tonneeUon, 1 would . 

eu^eet that in the event you here any Inforaatlon eon?"'* 
cerning violation of federal lav thftt you mj be de»irou« 
of furnieliij^ mm direct to tfait** State* ittorney Kene 
Vi^eoa, at %e Orleana* Uoula 



■' ,,-1 u 




truly y 



/oiw £dg«r SooW * . 
Piroctor ; - ^. 
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. . . ** . i 



cc - JSew Orleans 
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Mr, Kemp7 




Vis 



^0. 



feoard of 




Mr. Donaldson, Chief Cler* .. 
Mr. Hill, Appointment^le^^ 
Mr. Crain, DivislWWf ec6n'" 
Mr. HQll««C;^l(te*..«l WfoHB 





Miss LaRue C ^ ' :^^i"^^--^^|?v^:-:;V^-/^ 
Mr. Euwer" • " ' "^gBp*- 
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55 Swn the* 

left tor their home*. J* aSaja^B 

<tty police headfriartei* 
J»e had no statement tom*fcfc ^ 
„, *>ney Qnestioned 

picked up last night by tWaT 
partment,*' he said. "There la noth 
tog unusual ijx that. He wL 
a Mr without license plates Srt 
* high rate of speed and was taken 
w the Jail as a matter of course 
tamedltely got into tonchStt S 

SEMES*' to whomhe 
was at once paroled, since Mr Rfcwr 
*» a householder here to 
Rouge and well known. 
«ked to come in this morning at 
•JO o'clock and at that tnnahe wa» 
questioned by myself and by £ 
««tant District Attorney Fred Le 
flanc for about half an hour & 

^ TeSt »«* ttoe today and 

sax,?* - » «2 

■ — -~ — t » 
REEVES PROMOTED 
BY I. C. RAILROAD 

D - Re*""", formerly of 

ff^fr"}* traffic manager of the H- 
Jhiols Central railroad system it 

tae late Martin L. Costlev 
His appointment as head of Vh« 
niinois Central traffic dSrtnX 
he« Ifw leftnS "S?" Reeves 
»£. ^wnlc^e^ 

in*?Q^ R f eves f?" e 40 New Orieanf 
Sit and * eneraI <relgb * 

year* he had°chara ! of^he ^Jg 

1*4^7* * the rau "«u in this 
fl *> o o .H* supervision of Rob- 
* a Perkins, in WIS he re- 

ticn to be managing director of the 
£< feirdeteben interests m New Or- 

iot? c T t5ni i ed *° reside here 
? ; ' J9 ;"- when he went to Mem- 
P Ws - Charles C. Cameron, vice- 

ft;ff^, cal i e to New Orleans to in- 

?™ i ^l** ^ Ws new Posi- 
tion. John R. MacLeod, former 






-m af , '« wederM charge to connection with tne 
&ittS^^StaS5^b^Sn^ Mrs ol th« Long »J8 «>a 

■ l5?taooo£^Mc«»« wnj much mo« ?9|£S9%£ an? 

by fraud ot.WtedStates Senator John . W. Overton. . : 

Boasts of Driving Senate Out ^"' V '' ; ' 

~" In that Investigation Mr . "Weiss defied a subcommittee of the 
United StotSTSEato to hearings to^ New Orleans and taunted 
General Anseklibe Senate's counsel, to step outside the room the 
suggest on being f that he would punch the general's .ears M. fluty 
Long was preslnt, Interrupting the Proceedings and leading a 
'nacked galfery of political hoodlums, some of whom were armed, 
to dllorderl^emonstratlons around the door. Huey was riding 
WehAfte time aad Weiss, who was his treasurer, had confidence 
Sit H^yVr^uKefulness would pull him through any embar- 

a^Krd^obtbly to this day, It has' been Mr WeW 
boast thlt he practically ran the United States Senate out of town, 
although now ithat there has been another "change °« 
to New Orleans he may be somewhat more demure about hi* «p- 
ance of a body which has been known to defend its dignity with a 
terribr^ S ^n chaUenged by less troublesome men 

^^erton^f elected as a Long stooge by the aid of a system 
of dummy candidates and fraud to the ballot boxes. 

On toe stand Mr. Weiss replied "None of your business," "Yes, 
T refuse to answer " and "You are ridiculous" to General Ansell as 
Le senate's l^al'counsel "attempted to obtain information as to 
the source of campaign funds and their expenditure. When .he 
said "You are ridiculous,'' Huey interrupted to say, "He might 
-tovite vou outside. 1 ' At this suggestion Weiss, who sometimes 
Tcted as Huey^s physical protector in small scuffles, challenged. 
"No, he has much better sense than to do that. 

Weiss Contempt Overlooked _ 

Somewha{*5iter Senator Logan of Kentucky threatened con- 
temnt nroceedings against Mrs. Hilda Phelps Hammond of New 
^ans^anTothe^ Louisiana women for insisting that Overton be 
thrown out of the Senate according to the law and several prece- 
dents. But Mr. Weiss' contempt was overlooked and in the course 
of time he became again an intimate political friend of James A. 
larley and a toiler for the Louisiana department of the New Deal 
-finder President Roosevelt. . . . 

His conduct and the conduct of the Long machine to the 
Overton election were condoned, if not indorsed even though 
Senator Connally of Texas said in a report on the inquiry. Such 
a device"— meaning the dummy candidate system used by Long 
to elect Overton— ,5 is a fraud on the right of any free people, be- 
cause It is absolutely impossible for the public to know whether all 
the ballots were put there by voters or by hand-picked political 
bushwackerst We find that in New Orleans there was fraud, 

Senator Oonnally also said that the Long system of assessment 
and extortion of political funds, administered by Weiss, was *a 
vicious system wider which helpless victims can be made thprK- 
tlms of extortion." ,„ . . J 

With such experiences In his past Mr. Weiss may feel 
disturbed ta. the fluttering activities of Mr. Murphy in the tr -.. 
disturbance to Ait- The atmosphere of Louisiana, and Mrticu - 
"^rly th st of Ne'- <«ns. is subject to sharp, unpredictabl« > 
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JOHN DELAGARZA, Jr 




PQNCHATOULA, LA 

20th of July 
19 3 9 






Hon, Frank Ettrphy, Attorney General 
United States of America 
Washington, D # C« 

Dear Sir: 

/ Since my resignation some months ago as editor of 
X "The Farmers' Friend", one of the largest form nan- 

I ers :Lh"'Tne "state of Louisiana, I have devoted the 
greatest part of my t irx to 'the study of the Louis- 
iana Depart:. cm of Public Welfare and. its 1 connect- 
ions with the political factions of this state# 

As I have always been interested in govermental 
aid for the aged and the needy, I was disappointed 
to find that my study reveals the fact that' funds 
that right full belong to unfortunate people- are 
being squandered by the political administration 
that are nov; in power hero in Louisiana. 

Ov;ing to the f:;ct that s©r.;e of the funds required 
to maintain this depart:., curb are fumis' ed by the 
Federal C overrent, I call upon you to conduct an 
investigation of tlie Louisiana Department of Pulbic 
'..'olfi-rc at the earliest possible time. My office 
f-:=rce v;ill be ready c.t any time to assist you, if 
mee scary, when the occasion demands it* 



Trusting that you will gjve this matter your prompt 
a t c r, t ion, I ~~ ' ; er. ■ a i n 



ilcf.rs very truly. 
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CONCERNING, MONTE E i:ART, SEYMOURWISS, L0UIS\L£SAGE RELEASED -ii 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND EACH LATE YESTERDAY. J EMORyJaDAM rc\ 

RELEASED SAME BOND TODAY* JANES MONROEISM I TH IN FEDERAL JAIL NEW ~ 
ORLEANS AWAITING ARRAIGNMENT. ALL SCHEDULED FOR ARRAIGNMENT NEW te , 
ORLEANS JULY TWENTY FOURTH NINETEEN 'THIRTY NINE. TRIAL DATE NOT g\S 



SET BUT EXPECTED WILL BE BETWEEN^ AUGUST FIFTEENTH AND SEPTEMBER * 

£ I 
o 



FIRST THIS YEAR. L^^BERNATHY RESIGNED TODAY FROM POSITION 



CHAIRMAN LOUISIANA STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION. SOME CIVIC BODIES g 



55 
o 



DEMANDING RESIGNATION SEYMOUR WEJSS FROM POSITION PRESIDENT NEW % 
ORLEANS DOCK BOARD, USA EXPECTS* ANOTHER INDICTMENT THIS WEEK AGAINST 
MONTE E HART AND JAMES MONROE SMITH F ( Q§ #AIL FRAUD CONNECTION 



ETHTRTFFM THOII^flMfi Hrir UIIMFiDrn MT^I-tv" ctv nmuor rru-MTv ntrnTo 
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QUIPMET3T 




... w — 



«t- BSCORDED 

CHECK ISSUED BY LOUISIANA STATE .UNIVERSITY T* NATIC 

JUDEX ED 

COMPANY INCORPORATED IN FULL JP.YiXNT OF TAXES DUE 

SALE OF LEE CIRCLE HOT*t mfc\-\ TAXES UNDER PURCHASE CONTRACT ^ ^ 
WERE TO HAVE BEEN PRORAj^D BETWEEN VENDOR AND V END - - & ' " ^^^ ^ llfi^Ili: 



~^ SACKETT ^ 




r- 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 
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Jfrfceraf Snrrau of fn mitigation 
Hntt^b States Separtment of I usttrr 
HSaaljinston, 9. 



August 3 S 1939 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 



^7 



B7i 

General that 
that Richard 
be in posses 
New Orleans 
the Bureau. 
Agents to co 
checked out 



He in the Attorney General's Office 
j Miss Bumgardner advised the Attorney 
Mr. EmiliHurJa had called and advised 
W. Norton at the Raleigh Hotel might 
sion of information concerning the 
situation which might be of interest to 
Subsequent efforts on the part of Bureau 
ntact Mr. Norton indicated that he had 
of the Raleigh Hotel. 




EDWARD A. TAMM 



./// 



7 



RECORDED 
& 



! AUG 5 } 5 ; i\ 



*1 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

Dl RECJOR t J 



^fteralBurefpof Inorsttgatton 
Unitrii £tat** Impart me ttt of lusttr* 

ACH: AI jaiaslitngton, 9. flL 

July 28, 1939 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. F. SEARS 



i 



In line with your instructions to contact Mr. Richard 
W. Norton at the Raleigh Hotel and to interview him con- 
cerning matters in New Orleans, I telephonically contacted 
the Raleigh Hotel, and was advised that Mr. R. W. Norton 
had checked out early that morning. 

Respectfully, 
~~ 7 

A. C. Hayden 
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FEDERAL BUBfAU OF IN'**:" 

AUG 5 III 

U, S, DEPARTStfVi ?' Jf«7 ';■ 
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1308 *sml« TtopU amutns 
Bob Qrleaoa, Iouiaiaan 
August 8, 1980 
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Doear Strt 
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U tolas 




lit ftooordeao* wttk 
forward** to you with thit Xfttwp 
%sr tM« offlon oonoawOn* the jsrww^ tw«t£aari*t*# la |' ' 

V* S# Attorney Of Hew Orleans, telephe&leaJUy 

a<3ylsa4 this office that a clerk la the Ballon Blanche Depart- 
mut Store had told hi* that the Hospital Board had reoelred 
so^e condemn**! X-r&y equipment for the Charity Hospital 6&d 
that the Charity Hospital used It Just the earas, af t#? the , 
equipment wo repaired far thea *y si rteetrlelea ftoa Algiers, 



■; *v 



There.la enclosed h*re*lth e , letter dated JWy »5* W» 
froa dHE^rR ^/ttAHPIH, aV>ut whoa yoi* dffiee tea ro weired 
rlous eowwnlcatlowu . ^ 



Also enclosed la aa uaalgised letter frors taeonbe 9 ta.» 
dated yuly 28 A 1959# 

^ > •*.'>' ' 

Also enclosed la an an^nytaooe communication eddamwed 
to the ffimnd Jury t Batoa Rouge, Louialanaj Copy of letter addressed 
to the Tlines*Plcayun# , Ottlxena Toluatery Cowdttee of Louisiana, 
and Federal Bureau of torestlg^ttoiij 'and copy of letter addressed 
to t)ie Tiaos-?loayune t Hew Orloaos i Louisiana* 



Tory truly yonre f 

I ( ^ 



62-978 
SnclosTires 

cc-Bureau 



Cpeet'il Ijent in Charge 



ij C ? 




t. 1 ' 



August 3, X91f 





who 10 •nfego* 

'fhwy im^llm the ofilef purges* i 
general was to got Mi to Consider soae I** 
street would til* to Federal xfMti^rep*: 

.. . Vf Governaent Of f iciel bring to tb# attention 
New Orleans tbal if tBey wou^d give lalfoio* 




gasted w%;|o^5^):r,^--£.;.. 




iii; Aba 

y^^fl^nii^' Slont^ittot, Ih^ur^alai *nd fc^rfcj^ 




• U not bo prosecuted In Fedora* Court .tr.JMtaff* fbwy had v£oj£to* 
O Federal lew| that to' father ovideaeo against t&o political aaobine 
would to difficult as the persons WbO ce* furnish the information have 
\ undoubtedly viola tod *o*ae Federal lav, And will not testify unleae given 
•one promise of iaaunity* Tney could furnish no specific information 
concerning Federal violations or persdne oho could furnlah such lnforaa- 
. tion* Further they believed that this *es necessary to successful 
Federal prosecution in Kev Orleans becausO of the_etrong power of the 
political aachln* beaded by Maeeteri and Ceyaour Veiss* 

*r, Costello and Mr. Alexis stated that the people la the street ■-. 
do/not have confidence In the office of United States Attorney Robs . i 
Flosca, so ho is a known associate of Robert Kaesteri, and that the , 
7TOraw$n£ United States Attorneys are politically obligated to the 
1 Mr. tX Maes tail end teles WAchinesj 

■. Mr. E. A. [inn. j 



TJBa 



'he concrete 



uVjiilery~-F 

'WIT 1 

fright 





rov# tbr office of tha flaitad Stataa 



A>torn*y was that the Attorney General haeda * good young laaya* In 
a# OrffcAn*. who can furnlah iaforaa tion oopcwning aixyoaa with 
Sill tioue. tVy recommended 0 Robert flAraesworth, who 

could collaborate with Xr. Roggo^A taey further suggested that the 
Federal Grand Jury and petty juries '%* ^aveVtlgated to prevent 0 



at th<* tiaa Abe bUuamaa waa t^Lad f or iacoa(i. t^bc violatiooaw 



^lijg X>£STBOYED 
1?0 StP 1? 196^ 




1 ^ 



Ji 



t»<a«r<H £L ^-=. a~- , 4 ., Jl( ^ 4 _ 



r,«a. 
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i-z&& fV-^ihMI 




tr. Costello advised that Ituey Long, i» bio effort to defeat 
bit inpeachaent as Governor, had to Otouro MM/ fro* Robert 

M&esteri, and thus obligated hiaself to tbo political oaohlae of 




\ 



■aftfltarl, Weiss, Bart *ad Simamaa* 

• - • - ■ . : ^ A.^i 



further reference la wade to ny mmtrvutm to you of Juoa : 
17, 1939. forwarding inf oraation furnished ay Harry Costal!** 

nv Reference is aade to the articles that have appeared to tbo 

/\Washlngton Merry-Go-Round, concerning tbo Louisiana political situation, 
and statements attributed to Mrs, W. A.XTborpe, former secretary to 
Huey Long, that tha Attorney General cane doao to lew Orleans and 
aada a pious speech and did not do anything about it* Mrs. Thorpe, 
upon interview denied Baking tha statements, and advised she had bean 
interviewed by M. J A Costello, who clalaed ha was a scout for Pearson 
and Allan* r 



It la Jtetftbating to note that papers loft with tbo 70 
sentatives of this Bureau have notations to Boh^ALLen and to 
who undoubtedly are tha editors of tha Washington S«rry-Go -Bound. 



at 



John *4gar Hoovw 
Director 
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LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS 



Mr. TZichtf0t$} 



SEYi-;OUSiWElSS,<J EMORYlADAMS, LOUIS CJlES^GE, MONTEJ. EVHA'P.T Afjfi 

ML * '•■ : ■' v -'^pi .* • -' v ; : r • ■">-" 

^ JAMES MOMROl/SJilTH TODAY FILED REQUEST FOR BILLS Of PARTICULARS 



INFORMATION CONCERNING*". COUNSEL F 5H T™ 





1/ 



i 



BEFORE THE US DISTRICT COURT NEW ORLEANS • ^ ARGUMENTS WILL BE 
HEARD THIS FRIDAY, ON WHICH DATE THE FIVE SUBJECTS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO APPEAR FOR ARRA IGNMEN ft^RDED * ; INDEXED 




EAiT. BATOi, ROUGE PARISH GRAND JURY. JUST RETUF: p- : u?ra1' i ^|R€AUl0i n lWif3TlW : 0N 
AS FOLLOWS, AGAINST LEGN^WEISS, THE ARCHITEC j, AND AWfei$M(iWSE> ' 




Si'illH, CHARGING v. EISS WITH EMBEZZLING FIVE TJt' 
AND FIFTY DOLLAR:, FROM LSU, AIDi-D DY SMITH « ,THE SECOND iTOCTJEH't 
CHARGES DR CHARLF.sVoRIO, STATE SENATOR AND POLITICAL LEADER, 

SEORGEi^LcRIFFOij . OWNER OF A Di.u2 S70RE- IN BATON ROUGE AND D H 

^ ..... , .. _ . _ ; . 




* * v 



- ■» < i.- 
I 



)| Aiir^iVJL, !-;a:iagz;; of tii~ drug stopj.: Tn baton rougf mM with obtaining 

;-:i T ;ir- ":]::; ;:i:hty dollars a:\Tj rj?-::;tf 4 cents fy fal^e pkltl:'::^:;* 



CKA-"-: T!" -::ir PF^^O'lh' UT!! OPT/ 1 - TMI--G STTV^r 



h;;:;:^?.!; fop.ty o;;: dollars a:jd j^^ty tiirlf cents ry false pretenses. 
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n !" v t 



JURY 




.PORT Ei'.SOKMENDi D THAT EVERY LET R;.R OF 



A SPECIAL 

r.EARD 0~ : !.'} ER\/l: ; OR: "w? L. 'J WHO SEKV'iD DURING PR - E- ID EEC 



'...po_ s i ; !']■: t:: 




Tl'rIE RE. I GNAT IONS 



THE PARIS! 




..vi-JtSw^.'.-r^-.* 
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PAGE TWO ' 



JURY ADJOURNED WITHOUT PRESENTING A^fS8BI#lft£pORf S OR . 'Z\. . Z^Zm-Z. 
INDICTMENTS AND WILL CONVENE AUGUST FIFTEENTH NEXT* 
AS? T; : TANT ATTOSMFY fiFNTPAT POCHF TV-: NOW HAUTMfi A NllMRFD nr 



INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH OIL COMPANIES TESTIFY BEFORE FEDERAL 
GRAND JURY RELATIVE TO GRAFT PAYMENTS MADE TO STATE OFFICIALS 
V.ITH THE OBJECT OF UNCOVERING FEDERAL INCOME TAX VIOLATIONS* 

;:i FELIEVEl, EOJEVEF:, THESE PESSOi^-, are wot being frank and ■. 
TRUTHFUL BEFORE THE GRAND JURY • 



1 fiil 



SEVERAL DAYi AGO A GPO^P OF jyn T\/ TT;UALS CALLING THEMSELVES 

t 

rTTT7TMC UA! IFMTADV rAMWTTTFr AT? l.niTfU lArrr.U lA mr\/ Tf 

CHAIRMAN , PROPOSED,. THAT ONE. OF THREE, PROMINENT LOUISIANA LAWYERS 

ACCEPTALBE TO THEM EE APPOINTED TO CONDUCT THE STATES' INVESTIGATION 



INTO THE VARIOUS IRREGULARITIES. TODAY GOVERNOR EAR J LONG IN A 
COMMUNICATION TO AIREY DECLINED ^TO APPOINT -ANY OF THESE ATTORNEYS 
AND EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN THE L FECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE STATE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL J FAIR HARDIN AND OTHERS' NOW HANDLING THE. 



SACKETT 
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In connection with the atteched teletype 
from Bew Orleans, dated July Jl, 1929, *ettng ii^ority to Co$du<#^ 



registered hie /adit before he bec&ae e eitlsee «f thia wmntry, I 
ceiled SAC Saelcett end told his to tell Mr. Refge the Bwee* feel* 
these setters should be handled by the people She ere investigating ^ 
the "hot oil" investigation as it appears that WtllUa Hell s is the "" > 

oeoer of several oil companies involved in this investigation* I * 
else told Mr. Stokett to turn over to Br. Hogg* ell the complain ta 
of the lrregulerities in the WPi, which were aentioned In this sane \ 
teletype. 



-V ; , s V . CT\ — * ^sv j \y j 

Bhile talking to Mr. Sackett; aftd wife re ference t o- the— 
attached teletype from lev Orleans, dated July ^mi&3U|vi31 
to Aliley QeVll«berly, f informed Mr. 8ackett that the Director 
nented a ver/ discreet inveattgatlwi conducted of thie »aa L ftl %b hie ' 
background, asaoclatlone, et cetenu Wt* Sadkett 
a tar tad thia lAreatigatloOe 




WLtto ref erance to |he attached teletypei-froa Ie» i<telean»^^, 

A*±mA 3n\w %\ ia^O_ m1 jit^n^r f^i IP_rn*i-4. 11*41 tv^tul T 

Mr* Sackett the Director thinks this inriatlgatlcn aa to ehether Be 
J. Daly wa* retained on Dr. ?a&e» X, aaith f a own initiative, Should 
he made by the Poet Office In spec tor f $& thie porta ina to a Mail Fraud 
and in order thst the Bureau ahail aio£d any friction with the Poet 
Office Department* The ftene procedure Should be carried out in con- 
nection with the suggested interview with J* Eaory Mane* 

In connection witferthe information furnished In the 

attached teletype froia Hew GFl**zi$ , dated July 31 , 1939 $ informing 
of the alleged tap on the Jiited States Attorney^ telephone, 1 told 
Sr« Sackett the lUe^tp|TKad instructed he furnish this inform tion 
to Mr. Rog^e right away. Mr. Sackett replied that Mr* Bogge would 
probably want the FBI to do something about this and I told him to 
tell Mr. Rogce, if this occurred, that it appeared that the best thing 




■ c 
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XSMQ FOR THE FIX* 
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to do vcntitf bt to 

sh ack or all tho «»d * w^:«a^*« 

eoncerned, thoro flfe*OA to **JfWfillip^ 

„ *. S*c*eU Mid ho had ta^toyllif ^W'^Sl^^ v- 

*ha riuUo addraaa of Shiriay C. tl»borijr hat yet h*d sot Ml' 
successful. I told him that no official, ro^uest ahoald ho aado for ^ w ^ 
this «i this tlac and ho uid that la tha fuUre ail aueh addr««saa V 



that vara as da aoald bo recorded If possiolo. 1 . ^ / ;$*' 
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Fnl rv. C-<:^J'3 9-31 -"5? 3-25- Ffc YR 



OVI^I-*?!/. STATE OFFICIALS INDORSATION CONCERNING. I CONF;2RR3D TTITH ASSISTANT 



ATTORNEY GENERAL ROWS AND U S ATTORNEY VIOSCA TODAY. " THE ''ra&WJWST »iPORTAljf^' 



ANGLE BEFORE THS FEDERAL GRAND JURY INVOLVES AN 6ft DEAL IN NINETEEN THIRTY S IX WH^REE 



tVtfATOR ROBERT sYmAESTRI, THEN STATE CONSERVATION COMMIS SI ON ER~ f SEYMCUI^^si SS AND ESL ^ 



r * . - ■ — ™ ; :: ' ~7~;*jx 

^JBOV EHNOR ^LECHE , ALLEGEDLY PERMITTED OIL COMPANIES TO EXCEED PRODUCTION QPpfA,RB^.| r 
CEIVING CASH CONSIDERATION OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY SIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS. Of THIS £ " - , 
SEYMOUR tfEISS RECEIVED SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND LEE HE SIXTY SJSVSM THOUSAND , 
DOLLARS. LECHS APPARENTLY PAID INCOGS TaX ON THIS SUM IN HIS FEDfiUL RETURN, HOWEVER , 
WEISS APPARENTLY IIXEGALLY DEDUCTED THIS AMOUNT FROM HIS FEDERAL RETURN. ROGG5 . -<L~i 
PRESENTLY CONSIDERING INDICTMENT WEISS FOR INCOME TAX EVASION THIS AMOUNT IN NINSTESK 
THIRTY SIX. ALSO PRESilKTLY CONS IDLING POSSIBILITY OF INDICTING MAESTRI • tfEISS AND 

lkt-tt n4;-:oT on d~:i i:r/oi7^.,Hcv; : .T\? % ltoal uestion exists as to whether this deal % 
:;.>e ir vicl-.tioit of ? _^e"?.,i. ^grsei-mtt OH i/EREL7 A state graft on part of these three 

PERSONS. IK ROGGE NO'-',' DOING RESEARCH ON THIS QUESTION BEFORE DECIDING '.WHETHER TO RE_ 
TORN THIS PARTICULAR INDICTMENT. EXPECTS FEDERAL GRAND JURY TO RETURN THS INCCKE TAX 

t 



INDICTMENT AGAINST WEISS AND POSSIBLY THIS* HOT OIL INDICTMENT THIS FRIDAY. ASSISTANT 
ATTORNEY GrNERivL HOGG E NOW CONG HJTR,, TING ON THESE TWO M/iTTERS AND FOR THE TIME BEING j 
Ew3 DISCARDED THE WPA IRREGULARITY POSSIBILITIES AND OTHER POSSIBLE FEDERAL ANGLES fl 
ALTHOUGH THE INVESTIGATIONS REGARDING THOSE ARE STILL BEING CONTINUED BY THE OTHER/? 




FtIDERaL IirV ESTIGATIVE AGr^C^^ & ^jmjJ) \ 6 3 K - . ^ Oh 

I JUST RECEIVE Tl^ORMlTIOr FROM A PERSONAL OGNTACT, A tffflSlNu^samr W&Oe%' WHO 
IN THi PAST FURNISHED i"_2 EXCELLENT AND RELIABLE INFORMATION , TO^Hi^FFECT THAT HI I 



HAS 



\ 1 

I " .iT S. Troo.iY I'ri - Rj-ilX.^hl \ C^Ir'II^ETTIAL fVJURO?^" ''rfSlGH-H-t J^l'rtVES -IS*;. " 

r : t T.ivT j.i r -_:."'.-« jms u: Tfc u s .ttohk.-.ys office .d-,*/;- srii: ^?Pxp by to lgcj. 
. i ■.. ,• -i p .2 ukmBL^ t ooT .i!v «i:y Fv:-.r o .-"iniTE in t o^: ,rion as 




'TO THE EXACT PERSONS RESPONSIBLE jpp TAP OR THE MANNER In WHICH THE TAP 



HAS BEAT INSTITDT3), HOWEVER f HE IS COOT HJBJT TFftT HIS INFQgMkTIO* tS NOT 1^ 

HUMOR AND THAT TT nOKL<5 HAVE TPOTTWnATTfitf. T HWTT: Mm* Wttdvt csj*v\ mcrro wf»nr>icAmTr*T 

" - - " ~~ " ------ - . - *AAJL*» r >wCl. JftiM. i X ULV 



'>i;*---' 



TO ROGGE OR ANYONE ELSE AND HhVE TAKEN NO ACTION WHATSOEVER, BUT WILL BE GUID1D 
BT TOfJR. IH9TRUCTIOS3 RELATIVE mm^u,^W^p^^m^^'^^^ 
SACKETT - ■ ■ r .:/ ^SS^^.^>>T^-? ^^^jfP^J^^^^^# £ ^fP 





^ r \VvV;ft 4^^| :S*4* , * 
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DIRECTOR 

MONTE g. HART ETAL MAIL FRAUD. 0. JOOT ROQGB REQUESTS) THAT JAMES 
MONROE SMITH BE INTERVIEWED TO DETERMINE IF B. F. DALY, SMITHS ' 
ATTORN ST, WAS RETAINED ON SMITHS OWN INITIATIVE OR BY SUBJECTS 
CONNECTED IN INVESTIGATION, AND SUGGEST TO SMITH POSSlBftlTT OTHER 
SUBJECTS MIGHT BE USING DALY TO THEIR BENEFIT AMD SMITHS DETRIMENT. 
ROGGE ALSO REQUESTED THAT J.EMORY ADAMS BY INTERVIEWED IN ATTEMPT 
TO GET ADAMS TO TALK AND THROUGH HIM GET SMITH TO TALK. ADVISE 
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END 
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eaoh of th# following listed co**mic«U<ma received at the 
O e parUent, end it i* 4f»lred that one J&gr of e&cn b* jfuraiehed 
tilted j§Utea Attorney J^^A.il0^W¥i^ ! ^ ' * 
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foat«X card poataarked Shrereport, Louis Una, 
1939, 12i30 f • *U # flliad «A ClUta««* 




Letter d&ted July 18 9 a4dre#Md to Booorebla 

Alexander Street # Rew Orleane, Louleianaj 

UtUr dated June 28, 1939, I** QrU*nn , touislin^ 
eddreeaed to Mr. B3«q R«rdle # |r i# lew Orlean« f 
Louisiana) '^1, 



tetter dated July 19, 1939, addressed to the 
Ceceral, elgned "Louiene Deaoarata*! 



may 



Letter dated July 19, 1939, Covington, Louisiana, 
addressed to tlie Attorney Generel| 

Letter dated July 18, 1939 f 4iddreeced to the Attorney 
General, from *re # He. £ # Veet 4 Jr«j 

^/ r tfadated letter, addreseed W the Attorney General, 
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'Jr. . Utter d*»ted July 16, 1939, al«ned "Aae 

C \i' S r "f 



■ s 



3 XSol -rM 



air. Lawler 



Mr. Mclntlra 
Mr. Hosen 
Mr. Seara 
Nr. Nichols _ 

#lr. Q. Tamm 

tr. Tracy 
lai 
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Attorney 



FEDERAL BUffcAU OF INViStieMW^ 

^^^^^^Cenorrf, postmarked Hew Orient, Loiilslina, ^ 

193^71 30 P. la j y &( p^RT^T Of - 

^ ^2 * iltfciiiymatej Ltter dotted July 10, 1939, aJures^ed 

^ to the Attorney Ge^eralj together with n^wspar^er 

„ LL. r ir^rf 
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Attoroa/ Q*e«r«t f > »lgnrt'fr*& 



attorney General, signed f . C. Corblaj 
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' ■ ,4.-. .-• » r v v . , * •.. • • • .-. . . 

*ew«pdp«r dipping fro« The fl»*»-*lc*jn»», V^A^^' v '** !? " 
Xt»« 23, X939# ie» OrXewis, toutolu*| \:^./'-V'%5 

Utter daW* JXOjr U, 1939, ^treased U «fa« #f 

Utter dated July tt, 1939, addressed to the 
Attorney General, signed "1 Hew Orleans Schoolgirl*, 
together with newspaper clipping. ....... \« 

Tory truly yours. 
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John Blfar Roor«r 
Director 
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Webtttd 9ut*m fit IttueBtisatiott 



New Orleans, Louisiana 
August 1* 1989 - 



.vg> 



Director j 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D* C# 

Dear Sir: 1 RE: LOUISIANA. STATE OFFICIAIS - 

Information Concerning 




Last evening, July 51 » 1959, I had a geney£l 
versation with Colonel James M^Thomson, publisher of the^ew Orleans 
Iteoi and Tribune newspapers, during which Colonel Thomson expressed 
himself regarding the^^uling of Federal Judge Wayne G^&orah at 
New Orleans prohibiting newspapers from publishing the names or 
disclosing the identity of any of thel witnesses who testified before 
the Federal grand jury now inquiring into the Louisiana political 
situation for possible Federal violations* 

Colonel Thomson stated that he is personally con- 
vinced that Judge Borah is honest, and that the Judge* s intentions 
are of the best in connection with this ruling and, therefore. Colonel 
Thomson, although this is the first time in hie forty years of newspaper 
experience that he has encountered such a situation, has up to now made 
no attempt to fight this ruling on the part of Judge Borah or disobeyed 
the court 1 s instructions in any way. Colonel Thomson takes the position 
that Judge Borah's ruling is entirely without precedent and, In his 
opinion, technically is illegal* 

Colonel Thomson stated that the thing he feared aost 
as a result of this ruling is that it would create a precedent, ea- 
pecially in Louisiana, which would be followed by local and state 

courts in future inquiries of a similar nature into the state govern- 
mental activities; that, if so, crooked judges or courts controlled 
by the state machine could hide -behind this ruling as a precedent in 
establishing similar rulings of their own in an effort to thwart honest 
and complete investigations. Colonel Thomson pointed out that in such 
situations it would not be possible for the newspapers to follow the 
proceedings to determine whether all witnesses who have knowledge of 
facts were called to testify, and it would enable the local courts to 
"quash" cases or investigations very easily following out the dictates 



/ 



of those in political power* 



RECORDED & INDEXED (o^X - . JL j j 

Colonel Thom£5n felt that the Attorney General should 
be acquainted with his views ; 'regarding this situation, although he did 
not ask me to directly infdfta 'the Attorney General* 

►YfciU ."- .... ,•• - 



an 






To the Director, 8/1/39 



As a matter of background, for your information, the 
New Orleans Item and Tribune newspapers, of which Colonel Thomson la 
the publisher, haw not in the recent past fought the state administra- 
tion and while I am of the belief that Colonel Thomson does not per- 
sonally favor the tactics and actiTities of the state administration, 
he, nevertheless, has not, as a matter of policy, fought the adminis- 
tration* His papers have commonly been referred to in the past as 
pro state administration. 

I have of course been in contact with Colonel Thomsons 
opposition papers iiiiNsw Orleans, the Times— Picayune and the States, the 
managing editors of which are very close personal contacts of mine* 
The officers of these two papers have not at any time complained about 
Judge Borah's ruling preventing them from publishing the names of wit- 
nesses other than to say that it makes it a little harder for them to 
report all the facts* 

I know it to be a fact that the United States Attorney's 
office, particularly United States Attorney Viosca, has been inclined to 

porters of those newspapers somewhat more information than he has given 
to the Item-Tribune • It is perfectly possible, therefore, that the feeling 
of Colonel Thomson in this matter is probably the result of the fact 
that his papers have been somewhat "out of the picture" in the recent 
developments so far as close contact with the United States Attorney's 
office is concerned. 

I thought that I would pass this information on to you as 
it is entirely probable that the Attorney General as well as yourself 
may be interested in Colonel Thomson's present attitude. Unless the 
situation becomes aggravated in some way, I do not believe that Thomson 
will start a newspaper campaign to fight the ruling of Judge Borah* 

I am following this matter closely and shall keep you advised 
of any further complaints* 

Very^tru^y yours, 

JB. E. SAGKEFT, 
> Special Agent in Charge 

m 
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SpeaiaX Agent in Charge 
few Tor* t ifwu Terk 
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Dear Strt 



r&*r# «r« transmitted herewith 
photostatic cop tee of an anonymous letter and 
envelope addressed to Assistant Attorney 
General <?• John Rogge eigned *Konest Workman* 
vhich relatee to the alleged activities of 
Zalph Bit*, rreetdent of the National Hotel 
Management Company* Ur* Rogge hoe tran$v.itted 
this communication to the Bureau and the copy 
enclosed herevith ie being furniehed to you 
for euch action and attention ae you deem 
necessary and desirable. 

Very truly yours, 



r/ 



Enclosures 



John Sdgar Eoover 
Director 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECliOft 
MAILED 

★ AUG 1 0 1933 

M. 




TO 

"THE ATTORNEY GENERAL* 
AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND 



-A.- 





DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C 



Jul/ 21, 1939 



V-' i 1 



MEMORANDUM FOB THE DIRECTOR, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



. .. 1 A- 




Mr. tifjrho — 

| Mr. Lester 

t Mr. Lawier f -> 

| Mr. Nichols— 

■i : T Lr. K'-sen ► — 

! Mr. S*i 



Mr. Qu'rto Tamffl 

Mr. I'-a-'y 

Miss Gai.ijy 



V 



rf 



V 



There Is transmitted herewith for such atten- 
tion as may he deemed proper in connection with the 
pending W.P.A. investigation, an original anonymous 
communication, dated July 19 f 1939 f signed "Honest 
Turkman", with accompanying envelope addressed to me t 
postmarked at New York, relating to the alleged activ- 
ities of Ralph Hitz, the president of the National 
Hotel Management Company. 



§■ UL W*1A^ 

0. (jCEN ROGGE, W 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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. ■., ' FEDERAL BURfAU Of INVKTI6ATK3N 

\ AUG 12 
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I U, S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 
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j4ssist|fY Attorney Gep$j-al Rogge 
orAgl nu*/c ommun ica ti o%jj§ gated July ^<? f 
1939, signed "Honest Workman" re alleged 
activities of Ralph Hitz, the President 
of the National Hotel Management Company, 
wherein it is suggested that the Director 
for his own good should keep away and not 
stop at Hits owned hotels. ^ 
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IV. 0. John Rogge^ Asst. General Attorney . v 

Washington j D. 



JDK t. . . Vi^. 



Investigating - Seymourf\ei ss , better checJc up on his pal £alp 



^itZy Fres •> National ?\tel 



Lanagcr . 



cnecK up on nis pal halp 
nt Co. (the Al . Cap one of 



\\he -ana) plenty dough hidden in vaults and Europe. Why did 
Hits get away in Chaperau smuggling case Why? 



. 71, A. ~ 7* ;m 

V- r : ^si ;.. 

Mr. l.-aci'Icr 

Mr- hafe 

Mi-. S. A.fl ....... 

Mr. 



A9Las Gaudy 



Tour agents can uncover glenty if they dont work like saps, 
2nd fall "or a lot of free entertaining* Edgar Hoover, for 
hie oim good should >.eep away and not stop at Hits owned 
hotels* r od bless you and ? r r, -furphy "nr y^ur your honesty 
and effort to rid fron vultures in the evening clothes. 

The gangster Hzecuti ves .J "anu fact ures Trust Co. should chec\ 
un on the hoi entertainments r ~iven to executives of the 



can 



at 



the 1 1 e u ' i or er o t e 1 . 



ang ctero .Executives 3 yorwa j and Sweden was a safe place 
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' Dear 81« r : J v: ^■■X^^-^^^Y' ' ; - 



)D*»r Stri .... 

*r« tr*n»altt«d h*r«tdth tvo 




1939, «4dr«»«ttd to th« Attoriwgr Oea^rO. of 
Vol ted State i ly Mr. A. f<UBtg of Cou»hatt« t 
Louisiana, and rofarrod to tha Boraaa, tof«th«r 
with two photoBtatlc ooplaa of tha lncloirara 
thereto. It la desired that OS* oofr be 
furniBimd ly your office to United Stataa 
Attorney R«na A. Tlosca, I«* Orleans. 



Mr* Perry 1 a letter h*f nat W«s 
acknowledged* 



■Ir'. Toit«« 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Cleu 

1»f. Coffey 

Mr. Eyan 



Mr. QlaYln 
Mr. Crawl 
Mr. Karba 
Mr. tswlar 



Mr. Melntfra 
Mr. Roien 
Mr. Sears _ 
Mr, Nicholi _ 
Mr. Q. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 
, Mls» Candy 



Very truljr younr # 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILED " 

* AUG 12 1939 ★ 

P.M. 

F tOfH At 8U«rAD OF INVtSTIGATKW.. 
1 U. S.irtPARlMtM OF JUSTICE 
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y ni^tOH Ppt- l Mi TOUT**** TluSSfc . ^ ^T^SS ^ A+ ^ti**^ 
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Coualjatta, JGa. 



July 24, 1939. 




4 



Hon. Frank Murphy, Atty. General, 
7/ashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 



k JUL 2 7 7939 )) 



The inclosea paper with a marked article, written by me 
a month before Gov. Leche abdicated ana refused publication 
by all Louisiana, daily papers, might be of interest to 
your department. 

2 / / 1 

Sincerely yours for justice, r c a 

^ // A* , Ul ,|,L "' 

A. K. N ( Ackey )J^£rry f /; c 
P. 0. Box 236^ 
Coushatta, La. 
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If ehttal SurtHU of I*ttt**tf saltan 

Knittib £tat« Department of lustire 

New Orleans, Louis iana 
July 19 , 1939 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Re ^ LOPIS IANA STATE OFFICIALS - 
INFORMATION C6NCaRSfi»: " - 



Dear Sir: 



Reference is made to report of Special Agent C. f . DUNxro 
New Orleans f Louisiana, dated July 18, 19B9, enclosed herewith, 
jwhlch covers an interview with itss* W* aItSASP, nee ALICE LEE 
^GROSJEAN, and her husband, W. Af^THARP, which was conducted in ' 
Loa Angelas, California, 

The United States Attorney, New Orleans, Louisiana, pre- 
viously requested that ALICE LEE GROSJEAN be interviewed* It is 
requested that the Bureau advise this office by teletype whether 
or not a copy of the aforementioned report should be transmitted 
the United States Attorney at New Orleans. 



Very truly yours, 




uwu 
PMH 
62-978 
£nc. 

AIR MAIL 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 



C "\ 
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fl. E', SAUKEiT, ( 

Special Agent In Charge.^f 



^CORDED 
& 



. iTDEHAL BUREAU Of IfoWTfctfWN 



JUL 20 n' v »'\ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form !No: t 



This case origwated at jj^ ffrXmmsl 



REPORT MAOKAT y 

New Orleans^ 



LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIATE 




Sate whc^aak 

July 18,1939 



WHICH uApm ■:■ . 

m.j iTat 

JL939_ 



CHARACTER OF CAM* . ' ,t •. 

iN^imTION CONCERNING 



- .- % 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



I' 



tin 



APPROVED AND 
FORW 



MRS. W^A. THAEEE, nee ALICE LEE GROSJEAN, employed 
by HJET^NG as Secretary in 1924 and e^tiriued 1ft 
Rapacity whenTlONG became Governor of Louisiana. 
In 1929 was appointed Secretary of State to fjll 
unexpired term and when office was f illed T>y election 
1932 was appointed to position of Supervisor of Public 
Accounts, name of which department changed to Collector ' 
of Internal Revenue. This department divided and W. A. 
COOPa? placed in charge auditing department fry Governor " 
R. W<( LBCIIE. GROSJEAN believed B. 1^ ELLISON and COOPER 
influenced LEEHE in dismissing her t but advised LBCHE •<.••*••*'• 
g^ve no reason. Advised she collected five per cent 
contribution from Jemployees her department w^ch she^ 
submitted to J v Kf FUSH* but rib inforaation federal c u *1 
funds involved. ^Advised J*. JfrC^W£JQ 9 scotrtTfbr & O 
Washington Merry Go_Round, i contacted her. Ilsai** making ^ 
i statements about : l^sidentf ^(XfiEmff or Attor£5y General ' < 
fWB&a which appeared in Merry Go Round column. Has ? 2 
scrapbook of newspaper clippings about Louisiana from r t jO 
beginning LONG regime and has photostatic copies — v? 

of original clippings IWie gave to LONG t S widow after < 
LONG'S death but denied having other documents. Defied pi 
any knowledge of Federal violations by State officials 
and associates, and denied bein^; .connected any irregularities. 
W. A. THARPE, former Secretary Louisiana State Tax Commission, 
advised collected five per cent contribution employees his 
department, claiming he gave same to ELLISON. THAHPE 
advised he kept complete accounting these collections but 
no Federal funds involved. THAHFE denied information ir- 
regularit ies Loui si^a State University. Believed LB3EE, 



Special Agknt 

IN CKARagf^ _ 




DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



I'll i * 3 
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5 Bureau 

5 New Orleans £0?1ES .DESTROYED 

iyo stp i? ism 



JUL 2 0 A.M 
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N. 0. #62-978 



ELLISON, GEORGE CALDWELL and B. A. CONWAY, Secretary 
of State, principally involved in irregularities* 
THARPES intend returning 




DETAILS: ■"'^• : \.,."> , ^■•f^^ip^: ' 

On July 11, 1939 f MR. SEARS, of the Bureau, teleplmicalljr 

contacted Special Agent In Charge B. E. SACRBTT and advised that the 

... ., ... ... 

Director had approved the suggestion of having anAgent of thf New Orleans ■ 
Office interview MRS* W. A. THAEPE at Los Angeles and that the Agent 
the New Orleans Office should fly to Los Angeles and return for this 

pUrpOSe* V;^-'^.. ,.rv 



The Los Angeles Off ice was t elephcmldally ^ con^ct^ # . 

Y>AniiAaf ai^ TfloVfi ft7»T*ein/T«2»mdr4'K<3 wVioT*c»'hv Wt^ft TT^AITPTP ur/tfl*1 full 1 ft'hl A *PrtT* . :'/*'* 

interview. A teletype was then received from the Los Angeles Off ice **V 
advising that MRS. THARPE would be available for interview on July 14, 1939* 



T J f* 



at, los Annexes, uax norma 

i Special Ag'ent J. F. HYKESand the writer located Jlttorney 
CHARLES l! iuQKOLS wh9 was interviewed by the writer prior, tp the , interview 
with MRS*. W. A.' THAKFE, nee ALICE LEE GROSJfflW > l&d her husband, IT. X. ^lAHT 



3BARP8. 

NICHOLS requested information as to the purpose for the interview *nd was ad- 
vised that the writer wished to ask the TRAEiPBS ; 0pe6if ic" questions dealing 
with alleged irregularities in Louisiana to connection % wlth the recent in£ 
vest i gat Ion there. NICHOLS, upon request* w^S^dvised tha no Federal : 
process was presently outstanding for the THARIB&# However, he Was advised - 
that he could not be assured that a Federal process would never, be issued 
for the THARPES in connection with this case* NICHOIS, however, advised 
that he wished to have MR. and MRS. THARPE interviewed and would urge them . 
to give full details in connection^with this case, as he believed that if 

■f^^+o AAA /I Airal nn wh^ /*V> <ttit\H /lo+fi^ + Vi a fPttATyDWQ 4 + t*r/M>l A Y\a Y%a±+.ai* -PrkY» +.Vk<wn 

to give complete information at this time than to wait until a later date. 



Special Agent J. F. HYNES and tfce writer interviewed MRS. W. A. 
THARPE, nee ALICE LEE GR OS JEAN, and W. A. 'ffiARPE, care of E« X^CORD, 811 
Hillcrest Road, Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, California. They \#ere interviewed 
in the presence of Attorney CHARLES L. NICHOLS, at his office at 650 South 
Grand Avenue. 

fcjRSi TEAKFE advise*' that she became secretary to the former 
Governor KUEY r.f^OKG in 1924j*en LONG was practicing lev/ at Sbreveport, 
Louisiana; that when LO^G bec^jne Governor in 1928 she continued as secretary 



1/ 



N. 0. #62-978 

%^>'» -Staffer tbfl;)Sta§ £a£fi£fM 

that she was t^;a|^int^^S|pP^iuw d^|^^le >ccotots t fchich position. ; : J 



she. held- from ;p52 lo February 1939. She.advisel, ^towetpr , thai the name 
of the department *as changed *ron ^ujef^so^^if^^ Aceouaie to 



Collector of Internal ROTeimi*^ MBS* THAKPE aW$^ Secretary of 

State she handled election ballots, insurance ^dqpaj^ ^e^d^e^ and eon- h 
ducted the off ice of Secretary of State ii accordance with constitutional 

v» x^xvno. who auii.owi viiai/ wiiaw »w was £?ecrexr4Lry qi BTOrte sne a-LSO 
was on the Board of Liquidation and the Insurance Canmission/ She advised 
that the work of the Board of Liquidation iftt td recommend loins dependent 
on legislative approval* iShe adTised that dhedid xpt/ remember any loana ' jl- 
to the Louisiana State University in this cbmwHoiu ' VMS. THAPPK advised ' \* 
that her duties as Supervisor of Public Recounts were to collect special 
taxes, such as, tobacco tax, soft drink ta^ income tax, gasoline tax, and t 
chain-store severance tax/ She advised tfcuat ttpbk collection of the tax 
she turned the money over to the State Treasurer* MR3 t THARPE advised th%t 

u± ujuts oupox'VAwur oi iruuxic Accounts naa its name changed to 
the Office of the Collector of Internal Revenue, the office was split into 
two parts, and a man named WASHBURN was placed in charge of the auditing 
department, but that this department was later headed by W. Ae COOPER « She 
advised that the division of the department was Governor UBCHE'S idea; that 
the original law was that the head of the Supervisor of Public Accounts 
could not be removed except by impeachment by the State Senate; that LBDHE, 
however, had a constitutional amendment enacted which made this position 
appointive. MRS* THARPE advised that with reference to her position as a 
member of the Board of Liquidation the same of this organization was changed 
to the Bond and Tax Board, which name it assumed in about 1932. She advised 
that she was Secretary of the Bond and Tax Board a short time after it was 
created, but did not remain in that capacity for more than several months 
after it was created. MKS. THARPE advised that the Bond and Tax Board was 
the State Board that had to approve -all loa&s and bond issues of all political 
sub-divisions of the State, including the schools. 

«>•- 

MRS. THARPE advised that she was transferred from the position 
of Secretary of State to Supervisor of Public Accounts because E._Aj(cOF£4Y 
was elected to the position of Secretary of State and she was, therefore, 
given the position of Supervisor of Public Accounts by the late HUEY P. LONG. 
MRS. TKARPE advised that she did not know why she was dismissed from her 
position as Collector of Internal Revenue except that We A. COOPER undermined 
her with LBCHE and got her out. J&e advised that when COOPER was put in 
charge of part of the office of -rfje Collector of Internal Revenue, he actually 
was getting her job. That when this trouble came up with COOPER over his 
getting her job, she talked with D. K. ELLISON, who said he would contact 
Governor LBCH3 and advised that he would call MRS. THA3PE before he went 
to see Governor LBCHE. She advised that ELLISON, however, slipped off to 
Covington, Louisiana, without telling her, as he had promised her he would do; 
that she telephoned the Governor at Covington and upon getting the Governor's 

-3- 
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fcest&ehce talEed to ■ itiisoii 



she and her bas^aadf did go ]^>' Co^iigt69 t 

him i& f# i& fee j^*;,^ .i^i^ 





'WW* 



February H f 1939 * MRS* $HAHEE^^ 
Bfltid he had a letter ijj^f^^^ 
a loiter of dismissal: that in the letter lio reason was gl&i by the Govetfoor \v 
for her dismissal* &BS» THAKPE advised 
reason for Vgg&l, 





r % , = ."^ MRS* &IARFB adiflae* t^at ; the ti^j^^ Hilary ^^tribi^ipa ■ 

JL JTUQI. ^iUp J.V 9C?9 JOl ^7 l/CL LQ V X XAJ U A 91^111 UOg8JB UUU«i' / J^U^LXfl AO Ui'd U J. V^tt ; ;V V •. . 

HUE? P. LONG when he was a Senator*" that it Vegan as a tm^^ff^f '^aiiiw.^^^ 
for political purposes but became a permanent tiling the [day Governor 
LBCHE was elected* She advised that W* A* COOLER was the eollectoi^JH&be 
five per cent contribution in her department; 'trot that 6he did not know ^ : 

any other collectors in other departments except her husband ♦ She advised 
that this collection was turned over tp J« M« FUSH but that she did not 
know where it was kept and did not know about any books kept about this 
collection. MRS* THARPE advised that she. did not know the purpose for which 
the fund was used and could not estimate the amount" Of Sidney taken in. How** 
ever* she advised that the amount of money taken in by her department amounted 
to between three thousand f eight hundred and four . thousand collars per month* 
She advised that she did not know of any instances #here Federal funds went 
to employees who paid the five per cent contribution. She advised that some 
did not pay the five per cent contribution but that they were such a few in 
number that the head of the department would not mention it. She advised 
that it was also necessary to take a subscription to "Progress", a newspaper 
supposedly owned by Governor LBCHE; that this newspaper was considered the 
Administration newspaper* MRS. JHARPE advised tjhat she did not know the 
political set-up of the State at thh present time* She advised that she did 
not know what connection ftR*_JOSE^O!.H^RA^had with the five per cent salary, 
contribution. *She advised that she did* noC^QW About ^he sale of the 
Bienville Hotel to the University of Louis iaWi* " MRS* THARPE advised that 
she had no information as to the property purchased by State officials while 

X- u *,»^_ss. 4*t sW»^-t «•» a • 4- Vk oVia i%a A awio + A rvn oa \*if\ fhfi t.QTflM A tn^rmtA trf 

State employees or their associates and did not know what businesses State 
employees were engaged in wherein they, Gold products of the business to the 
State of Louisiana. „ * : 



v S «J^ that she had no information relative to the 
administration of the Lpu is ia^S State University; that she did know, however, 
that if the University 'wou^d make any loen # it would be necessary for the State 
Bond and Tax Commission to approve the loan. She advisel that she had no in- 
formation relative to the irregularities of JAMES K0NR0EJ SMITH and barely 
knew him. 
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MRS. TKARFE advised that she was unfamiliar with the £-'^p 
of the Work* prefer ess Administration in the State of Louisiana but under- 
stood that Jja£E9rpr:l?TCHER was the head of the Administration. She advised 
that she did not know CRUTCHES personally , however. She advised that she 
had no inside information as to contracts let by the State on which WPA 
labor was used or Government funds were used for payments on the contracts.- 
MRS. SHARPS) advised that she had no inside information on how certain con- 
tractors seemed to get all the construction work; that she did not know of 
any particular irregularities in the letting of contract s. She advised that 
she did not know of instances where the contractors "kicked** back money to 
the State or State officials on contracts received. She advised that she 
did not know of any connection between JAMES CRUNCHER, ROBERTT MAESTRI and 
R. W. LEDHE. She advised that she did not know about the twa per cent GEORGE 



uiujjwiiiL.L was supposed to have received; that she had no information about where 
WPA materials were used on private property and no information as to roads 
built by WPA labor for political purposes. She had no information as to the 
use of WPA labor and materials on the home or property of R. XL LBCHE; that 
she did not know the names of any WPA workers who worked on private property 
while receiving compensation from the WPA. MRS. THARPE was questioned as to 
her knowledge of any irregularities in the Social Security payment?. She ad- 
vised that she knew B. TV. CA30N, Commissioner of Labor, but that she had no 
dealings with him; that she had no information as to any methods used whereby 

-°- -t\ — e> i>T r\ /-\ -v ^ -3 r^t* r--^ 4 hfv r% t 1 -* • r> i + tt + /-» -f* •*/-»+* + 4 ah c» i-v^i-j^c! f\-v> ■*■ C*+ 4- ,< . 

officials. *". h. advised that she had no information rel?tiv< tc any 

graft or. the new Vridje being built at Baton Rouge. She advised that :-y <- 
knev: J.-J.ili hv-, - hl.h_.~f LChJ, but had nc particular association './it:- 

him; that she did remember, however, that during the time KOfi was Governor for 
a few months in 1936 the five per cent contribution from State employees was 
discontinues, 

HS. r JriAHFE advised that while she was still in Louisiana a 
reporter from the TTashington Merry Go Round column called her and advised 
that he understood she v;as going to write a book. ITS. stated that 

she told the reporter this had been suggested to her as she had been so young 
at the time she had held high offices in the /)tate of Louisiana. She ■/jt*i 4 3'? 
that this reporter suggested that fciu _R3 ON ancj ALLEh of thepashington Merry 
Go Round act a? collaborators with. her in writing this boot. She advised 
that t: c nan who contacted her was H. J. CC37ELL0, who claimod ho wes a 
scout for P2AP301i and AlXLi:. l-IJ-3. TI-IARPE advised that she never mentioned 
Attorney General MURPHY or President R003I_VELT to anyone and never said ;vhat 
was quoted in the newspaper about her; that she never said "F.D.P. has 

came down here and made a pious speech but that was all. She advised that she 
read the statement she was supposed to have made in a Washington l.errj Co 
column; that she was greatly incensed over it; that she, in talking to the 
-'"iter. vrar. cuctin- the c tatenent^fror; s nev/^n-.^ er cliivnin-; t- \ t sic- v:: sV-o. 
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construed to the statement read $ a j^M. ^|5roK a newspaper clipping* , 

At this 50I11* Attorney NICHOl^te she ^ii0;:^^.--i. 

Attorney General and advise him that she ha* nei^^de s|a^i^"^^1^^ 
appeared j.n the, Washington |pei*jr O^lStoui^ 

MBS . IHARPK advised she ^^^■ BCte^^^'^,. newspaper clippingi^ 



wmcn sne star tea aoout tne time HUJKr F* long became Governor of Louisiana 
and maintained these newspaper flipping* until .€«r^ XOtI(>». end 

is continuing them to date* She advised that after BBKT J** I/>NG died t MRS* 
HUEY LONG requested that she be given the newspaper clippings about her hus- 
band up until the time he died* MRS* THAKFE advised she gave MRS* LONG the 
original clippings* but made photostats of these clippings which she had kept 
in her scrapbook of newspaper clippings* She advised that she does this as a 
hobby* MRS. THAKPE advised that she did not have any photostatic copies or 
any original records other than the newspaper clippings* She advised that 
the newspaper publicity about her having important documents was filsej that 
it was" common knowledge that she had the iewsp^per clippialgs and she at one 

time kept them in her office when she held a State position, where they were 
open for public inspection. MRS. THARPE advised that E. A. CONWAY, Secretary 
of State, also had newspaper clippings which he kept as a hobby. She advised 
that when she first started her hobby she borrowed some clippings from CONWAY 
for her first five volumes. She advised that she now has approximately forty 
volumes full of newspaper clippings; that these volumes are about three feet 
square and six inches thick* She advised that she had these in a safe place . 
in Louisiana but would not advise the writer where she was keeping them* She 
advised, however, that upon her return to Louisiana she would be glad to pennit 
the writer to examine any or all of her volumes containing these newspaper 

clippings. MRS. THARPE advised that tfiile site was Secretary of State she itiade 
five thousand dollars per year which was augmented by aft additional two thousand 
dollars per year from the Motor Vehicle Bureau; that when she became Supervisor 
of Public Accounts she received a salary of five thousand dollars per year 
which was later raised to seventy-five hundred dollars per year* She advised 
that MR. THARPE asSecretary of the State Tax Commission received four thousand, 
eight hundred dollars per year* * - . -. 

During this interview with MRS* JHARFE, MR* OHAKH; from time to f 
time interposed and gave some information. Bp' advised that when W. A. COOPER 
got the position his wife had held he called 1 COOPER a "skunk" and told him 
he was going to whip him; that he did not, however, have this opportunity* 
THARPE advised that he was fired about the same time his wife was fired* That 
the reason he was fired was because he talked too tfuch. THARPE advised that 
after he was fired he received a letter from T* . A* lEARTNESS ; that this letter 
requested certain information abgut his income. THARPE advised that he replied 

to the letter written to him by- HARTNE33 , answering all of BARTNES3 1 questions 
and advising EASINESS that BAJHKiBS ou£,ht to know about his income because he 
prepared his income tax st-'.ement for him* THAREE advised that it was evident 
someone in the Administrf '.ion was trying to pull a "squeeze" play on him, 
^h.hlv for the BurDOPa of making him afraid to talk. He advised, however, that 



j/ 
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he wouia not be. afraid to give any ^o^tl<m ttet c^me %n%Q his , ...... .. ..^ . . 



salary j»o»t£|^^ ^ — 





mission he^id' '^f%W 



the money lie ool%e^;^sj^^ ^ 
this amounted to approxlm^^ 
that he would put tb^ money ii an '&Y«l^%ri^^^ 
hand it to ELLISON whs 

advised that word would ustaalljr cane to hie depar^ient ^timi -'f*>&* ; TW$R'Wi 
coming to town* TPARPB advised ^tiat #»ring tfce tiite ^oUect^ the five 
per cent contribut Ion h* polieeted |«^oxia3^ ^checks fluid j^d^^d th^ l^^^^'i 
turned them Over %6 KLL1S0K* H* advised tfiat he kept |^ r 46^du^ting &£; 4verjr N^- 
penny he faad'ttic&^ 

in a safe place but tKat Ifcey would be 0pei| ' tor tiotspec Hon iitig$ hp retun^tw;^., 
to lk)uisiaiia*;v r 9attRPS! advised t^at tt^ ^a#oll of; 

amounted to about one hundred" and fifty thousand dollars per year; that tfc£ 
most the Tax Commission could spend "under ordinary circumstances would be 
thirty-five thousand dollars per year} therefore, the payroll was "padded* it" if 

great deal and checks were sent to persona who .never CW0 down !fco work} that v<t"; 

he knew their names but had never seen any of them. 



* ** 



THAKPE advised that the Standard Office and Supply Company f 
Monroe j Louisiana^ furnished all the furniture for the new State off ices f which 
was pro rated to the different of f ices # -*Tlia^.)Rluii^-'illfeB v no* enough money to pay 
for this out of the legislative appropriation; so each department made up the 
difference. He advised that he did not know of any irregularities in connectitm 
with this* He advised that he understood that |J3E %HUSHAN ' furni she d all the 
window blinds for the State buildingsin Louisiana* £ THA^T|dvised that he had 
to pay twenty tor thirty dollars for the election of President Roosevelt! which 
he gave to M&J^.$^BIL* He advised that this, howevet t might have been for 
the "Paralysis Campaign* ♦ He advised that it was rumored that the Louisiana 
Highway Department paved around the Louisiana Polytechnic Institute at Huston, 

Louisiana, in return for a contract by the Office Supply Company to furnish all 
the furniture for the Polytechnic Institute. He advised that the Office Supply 
Company was reported to be owned by L. y^>AHERNA.TH? > th* Chairman lot the 
Louisiana State Highway Commission. THAwSK advlS&d that DAVID W ELLISON 
advised him several months ago that he had let a contract for six thousand 
dollars to &BORGElpAU)WmX for CAICWBLL/to build a house. He advised that 
he knew the house xost more than six thousand dollars and that he knew there 
was some irregularity about this b ef oj?e the newspapers came out with all the 
publicity about the alleged irregularities in Louisiana. THAHPE advised 
that although he understood thejstate Income Tax Collector was checking on his 
income he knew they had nothing on him. THAHPE advised that it was rumored 
that! CALDWELL BROTHERS .. and HA#T had made a statement to the effect thetihey 
paid' for everything they r>jt from the State, meaning that for the contracts 
they got Qxwe the State V, was necessary for them to pay something to one of the 
Statei oificiels. TKAE>£ advised that he believed that D. M* ELLISOK and 

.3 COOPER influenced R. VJ. LDCnE in dismissing his wife* This vrp c on- 



V7 
it • 



currdd in by MRS. THAKPE* , * 
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He advised that E. J$ CONWAY^ D. II. ELLISOH and R. W. LHQHB 
appeared to be the ring-leaders in Louisiana; that CONWW was a "gossip 



'-to*- *•'■«>* v 

\. .- ;. <•;> 



the Goye*^ t^ 

Monroe, , - ; S^i'Bianap : r;^r , «ft onl^r 




sell natural g«u THAR0E advised that 

Louisiana, whleh ina ai'osed d<iim i *hv t.ha ^u^™+.ir>n ^*i** 

, ., . 7 . 9 ..^^^ — _ — _ v t — r^jBWflp.-.^.w 

fuse about this and talked about Governor 
believed this might hav# h£d edmething 
advised that when he was. discharged he *^^a^ r a ?toJM^ 

salary but f ouhff that the* State would . only ' jjivi^ hiai twO ' ite&ciu ■] , Hb'^dvle^ 
that he would ^ot t^ke %hU^m ^l^ 
four hundred and >lx dollars fr8a tb* <*m^ 

came to htm that 3% M« wanted to see ^tiftfe ^^^^W^^^ ^ 



made the statement that be would th^f§tffr liindred and sii dollfcr^ ta' 



,'V.v- ■» 



nil 



LBCHE If LB3HE would alvif felin a ^Int ^ 

not give him a receipt and that no one haa *;freques t ed thi' £pur fibred and 
six dollars* TRAKPE advised that he still Itetd tWLs mone^'and Would peitorpe f ; 
have to pay income tax on it; that he would not, however, turn it over withput 
receiving a receipt for It* < sJ$3bi* 



THAHPE advised that it was rumored that HAMPK>N^REYNOIDS t the 
father-in-law of LECHE, lias an asphalt company in Alabama from whom the State 
purchases asphalt for a price from fourteen j» -sixteen dollars per ton; that 
this asphalt can be purchased for six dollars a ton on tha racmlAr 
He advised that he understood that about forty thousand tons a month were* 
used* THARPE advised that he understood that all the cedent used by the State 
of Louisiana was purchased from one company Tput that he did not know the name 
of this company. He advised that when MRS. ROOSEVELT spoke at the Louisiana 
State University, orders came from LECHE that every State employee was to be 
present and that they should show unusual enthusiasm. THARPE advised that he 
was never around when any settlement was made In connection with any graft 
in the State. THAHPE advised that he believed LBCHE was a crook and believed 
that JAMES MONROE SMITH did not tell LECHE anything about his depredations 
for fear that LBCHE would want to 'get in cm It- THAHPE advised that he be- 
lieved that if LECHE knew anything crooked viasgping on he would not be satis- 
fied unless he could get a part of the graft* THAHPE made the statement that 
he believed Judge DORE of Ville Platte, and Judge J. B« FOURNET, who were on 
the Board of Supervisors of the Louisiana StSte University, would not sell out 

fnr 1 ftAfi t.hnn f i 

_ _ _ — — - - -- _ _ _ — — — - - 'W« , -- - - 



Editor of the Hammond Progress, the newspaper of Governor LEOHE, gave orders 
around the State; that the orders of W&LDQN were the same as if they were 
given by LECHE, particularly in regard to subscriptions to the paper being 

required of State employees. T^SiJ?PE was questioned as to the names of any 
persons he believed micht be reliable to contact for information pertaining 
to irregularities in Louisiana* He advised that he believed A« R. JQHESOK, 
who was close to theGoverr* r but a high type of man, mi 4 ht cive soma inferrca- 



-8- 
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tion# fie advised th»i he believed THBO 8» tANDftt* the manage* «f tfe^ ,;. . r - --^ 
Louisiana State Pert: 

were at tile Louisiana State University ^ a picture app^aj'wXs the p«p^d?v 
showing MR, HOOVER, MR. MURPHT end JAMBS MONROE SMITH together; * He ad^sei 
that he Jokingly remarked that It looked as though Iffi* €Old MR* MURPHT 

were sizing SMITH Up for a suit f During the first part of the interview 

TUATTDTT /»1 o ^ttiqA 4-.Vi a «fc V>a onfl >>4 a tx< f*A hnfl ^AAtt t»T annf tier ft mir*ftf:-f nn f*nr» « 1nntf 




time and so after they were dismissed they decided to take the vacation* 
THAREE later on in the interview advised that they left Louisiana to keep 
from being annoyed by numerous reporters and investigators In connection 

with this investigation* He advised, however, Uiat they had nothing to hldef 
that neither he nor ifeS. THAKFE was in any w>>nnected with ai^yjjf the ir~ 
regularities in Louisiana. ^ - ^ =- ^ ^ ^ 



Both the TKARFES were questioned at length relative to the 

political organization in the State of Louisiana. They advised that when ^ ■ 
HJEY LONG was in power he organized the government in such a way that he 
would have complete control of all departments, and placed his friends and 
people he could trust in charge of these departments. However, he did run 
the departments as he saw fit himself. That after LONG'S death his policies 

were not continued in the way he had started than. During the interview 

it was determined that MRS. TH&RFE was thirty-four years of age, and that ....... 

the THABFES had been married a year prior to $he tiae of HUEY LCN£*S death* 

£>ot»h emu »uq 9 . xxumjra uomou *u±j &juwwj.ou^^ ui Jiugr xcuw w 

violations in connection with irregularities la Louisiana; They denied that ; $ 
they had information relative to the misuse of Federal funds, violations of 
income tax matters, violations of the misuse of WPA materials and violations 

«rVi A /«Vi «r A T«A ftTl^rrofl +n h^vA Kaati *Arrim1 t.t*ed hv JAMES MOfTOOF StfTlH* The 

nu*vu »»w*w t. w^w« wv *— v* » w w^-— — -■ - — —-^ — « — — — — ~ti — — . 

THARPES advised that they were not connected with any of the State officials 
in any irregularities, and that they were not afraid of anything that might 
come up. During this Interview they were specifically asked a great many 
questions concerning Louisiana State off icials an& TUFA irregularities. MRS* 
THARFE was not very talkative; however, MR* Ta^KPE volunteered information 
which has been set out in 'this report. MR. and MR3. THAHFE advised that 
they were returning to Louisiana about August 1, 1939, and would be available 
in Baton Rouge for interview after that date; thatj^hey would be willing to^ r 
give all the cooperation possible injthis case. They advised that although 
they could not furnish definite or ^ecific information, they believed that 
R. W. LECHE, D. M. J^ISON^^^LORG^ALDWELL and E# A. CONWAY, Secretary of 
State, vrere principally involveft in any irregularitieslin Louisiana. 
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puring the, entire Interview Attorney JQraf&UA. no* «fcje«* x-m . , 
any questions asked the 13EARFE3. He, mt^i' v tfM^^' i.Q 'anaw !; ? 4^^^ 
all questions asked. to t th* jtfite^v^^^ /^^•''■- r ' 

*t tfpon the ocwpletloa of tnis Sfc^i^ioii^^ 

sent to the tfew telftaas'-OTieo j^. to . the; Bureau advising in^^tidi ' 



obtained during this interview. 
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)©3. W. A* PASFI, fees JUKI WfilallBiQI, employed 

by mnet low *i infeMttT i*;$^i*s: |f«ttatted £* ■ ' 

capacity when LOW* became Ooyerier of Louisiana, 
U 19*9 warn appointed 8Hl«ta7 * ***** fUX 
unexpired Mint end when office mi filled by election 
1953 «u appointed to position of etoorylsor of public 

• ^ m « . ■ m ± -m *m.^~*. ^kiA ^- iiitfrMflnr^ - — ^ , , m A* - - * ^ -- 

AUlWUHHj BOOT Wt WBIW OVfWTWB* fWngW W> OOUtOW 

of Internal Heranuo, This dopartaont dlrldod and w, ju 
COOPsa plaeod In onnrgo auditing i»p«rte»nt Yr Goraraor 

K. LSCliK. OfiOSJlAH ftaliorad |U M* ELLISON and COOPKR 

lnflnanood LSCHX la dismissing har t Wt adylsod lbchi 
no roosom* AdTlsod aha eollaotod fit* jax »ant 
•ontrlteitlon froa eajilo/aas ha* dojpartaant whiah shft , 
enlxtittad to J, K, FU3H, but no Information fadoral 
funds inrolyad. Adrlsod H, T* Q<jBfSJJ9 t Mont tm \ 
Washington Merry go Round, ooa tooto t noar f ponied nalclng . 
otatoBonts about President R003SVKLT or Attorney Oeneral 
HpVUVX vhlea appeared in Marry Go Bound eolumn* Kas 
sorapVook of neeopapor olipplnss about Louisiana from 
beginning HUiY IXJHG reglae and has photostat is copies 
of original ellpplngs she gay* to UNO'S widow after 
LONG' 3 death but denied haying other documents. Denied 
any knowlodge of federal violations by State off lelals 
and as3oelates» and denied being oosneoted any irregularities, 
W» A. THAKP2, forsar Sooretary Louisiana State Tax Oonmlsslo% 
advised oollooted five per cent contribution employees his 
department, claiming he gaye same to 1LLIS0K. THAHPS 
advised he kept complete aeoountlng these collections but 
no Federal funds involved, THARPE denied Information Ir- 

tiea Louisiana State Pttlvoral ty. Bellered L 1CHS > 
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th^r# ar« inclosed hersii% 
eoples #ach of the following c*rr**oonfleac* b«t^M«l 
Mr. Vincent Moselay^ of Op*lw«J # Louisiana, and 
th* De^rtoemt, whict ifaa r*f*rr#di to th# BureM f 
and it ie desired that one co^ be furoiehed ty yew 
office to United States Attorney Sent A* *iosc* # 
lav Orle^nai 

Letter dated June 1, 1959, to Vm AttolnMQr 
General fro* Mr. ModeleOTt togetlwr with th* 
^ two oewapaper qlipplngo iaclo»e4 *be*e*itiu 



i ■■ 
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Copy of let tar duted Juna 7 9 1939, to 
Moselaj froa Mr, McGulr*. 



Latter dated Jul/ 3, 1939, to «r, UcGuira 
froa «r, t«o<M»ley« 

Utter d&ted July U, 1939, io «r, Kc<iulr« 
froa Mr. Moaeley. * 

Copy of letter dated July I*/l939, to *V, 
Moseley froa Mr. McGulre* 
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Very in Ujr yourfj 

Jo^n" i!dg*tr Hoover 
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department of Jatftict 

Office of fye &*tisttant to tfee Sttonup General 
Washington 

July S4 f 1939 ^ 




MEMORANDUM FOB MR. HOOTER, DI3SCT0R, JSDEHAL BUBSA.U OF INVSSTIGATIofr 





Attached find correspondence 
from TincenWMoseley f Boagni Buildings 
Op el on 3a s t Ijpuisiana, commenting upon the 
current situation in Louisiana* It was 
thought that you might desire to have 
this correspondence in your files in con- 
nection with the investigation which is 
now being conducted in that State. 



Matthew F. McGuire, 
Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
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Opelo^as! Louisiana. 
Dear Mr, tfoseltj* 



% , . '..V X TV$ -r - ■ V>- • • I - 1 v 



This will acknowledge ind thank you for 
your letter of June X $ addressed to the Attorney 
General, in which yoM offer jrouf eerrlcee without 
compensation to the Government* 

The Attorney General has asked to 
thank you for your gfcneroua offer but he regreta that 
there Is no suitable opening at this time. 

Very truly youra. 



■*...<!. 



re 



Matthew F. McGuire 
Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
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Mr. Hat hew Moguire, Esq, / ^^V^ 

Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
Department of Justice ^ /]a/^ 

Washington, D. 0, *~yJ^^ 

Dear Mr, Moguire ; 

On July 3rd, I direoted to you a 




A r 



letter which I that day registdrod t returned re- 
ceipt requested. Since receipt signed by you has 
not reaohed me and I have not heard from you dur- 
ing the past ten days I should appreciate learning 
if you received letter mentioned. 

Yours very truly f 
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Boagni Building 
Opelousas, La. 
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Mr* Matthew F, McGuire 

Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 

Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. McGuire: 

I thank you for your letter of June 7th in reply to 
ay earlier letter to Attorney General Murphy, offering such 
humble assistance of my services as might be accepted to the end 
of ridding this state of corruption under the present administra- 
tion. It seems now from the press that your department is active- 
ly interested . In passing, may I call to your attention the present 
slot roacnine method of governing tnis Parish. As you know, slot 
machines are forbidden in this State, however, in St. Laudry 
Parish they are regularly "hi-jacked" by the collectors of the 
District Attorney, tv*o of these collectors being Robert Preston 
Dunbar, ah ex meat cutter, and E. H. JDill^Qn, an ex "saw Toiler Tor 
BsttSlTTflanks Lumber Co#, the funds collected probably totaling 
fifty thousand a year. I understand that Dunbar delivers his 
collections to Bryan Littell, Receiver (by appointment of L. Austin 
Fontenot, District Attorney) of the Parish Trust and Savings Bank 
of Opelousas, v;here this casn is kept in tneir vault* If these 
funds be used for purely political purposes prior to and at * . 
election times and it be assumed, as stated to me, that one third 
of the vote in tnis Parish is purchaseable, you will appreciate 
the meagre opportunity *e nave here for honest government. May 
I not ask that you verify tnrough your Department the situation 
as presented? Frankly, I am n fed-rup n with the local condition 
which probably reflects that of the State as a wnole. 
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FBI KEf QRLKANS 7-21-39 5 PM ALS ■ s , , 

DIR ECTOR 

tfQNTE SURT STAL MAIL TOAtfl) WfcJISlANA STATS ditflCULS INFORMATION! 0>NC£*HIN®.. 
' MONEB HART AND JAJ®3 JHOS^OB SMITH INDICTED FSDB^At GRAND JURY NEt ^LKflN3 v ^ 
" TODAY ON FOURTEEN raOUSAND ONE HUNDRED NINSTY Sffr DOLLARS SEVEN CMT3 MAIL * 
—FRAUD INDI0TM2KT IN CONNECTION WITH SAL£ OF BliSlVILLB HOTEL. HART RELEASED 
ON FlViS THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND TODAY. REQUESTS IN PETITION OF MONROE 
, ' >' SMITH TO HATE HABEAS CORPUS AD PROSE ;UiiNDUM MODIFIED DfiNIED BY JUDGE BORAH - 
r TODAY. USA HE* ORLEANS CONTEMPLATING MAIL FRAUD INVESTIGATION IN CONNECTION 



v 



WITH REISSUE OF^E* ORLEANS LEVEE BOARD BOHDS t '*HHRSlN IT IS ALL BS 2D THAT ' 



V 



COKmCT WAS LET TO HBKAB HARRIS COMPANY f NEW ORLEANS BROKERS f TO REISSUE V 

-/>- 

S^'DS .V TIC 3 COl !TR ACT WAS STYLET TO PARTNERSHIP COMPOSED OF roRVIfl* iARRIS, 

AB ^ SHUSHhN f ;10 3SRT NK7I/AK A!JD r S:RY T-^IiSR^ THE REISSUED B-T'DS j:^TtWli:G bTrs , 

YEARS EARLISR THWI OLD BONDS FJRPORTaDLY SAVING L^VEE BOARD OIT HDTZDRED 

NINETY THOUSAND DOLLARS- PARTNERS ALLECKDLY RECEIVED FOUR HUNDRED FORTf ^ 

THOUSAND DOLLARS COJa03SIOB ON BOND TRANSACTIONS. VOLUNTARY COWITTEES OF tj 

CITIZ^S OF LOUISIANA REPORTKD f-SLTKG THROUGHOUT STATE AND DEKANDUTG IM- , ^ 

c 

P^TIAL PROBE BY ST.\TE O^IOIALS uF ALLIED CORRUPTION EI LO r JISI^?A* f 
)T3lTiS f CHIi? OF i^OLICE^ ILtOK R UGE f OISC-^RGED TODAY. 
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Special Agent la Charge 
Bew Orlaani, Louisiana 
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Dear Sin 



There are inclosed herewith two photostatic copies 
of the following doacribcd! ccnnualc* ti om , which were received 

cy the Attorney General and referred to the Bnre&u, &nc it ie 
desired that or.e cog? of euch be fUrni.4h*d your office to 
United States Att„r;j«£ Eene Tioeca, 3le* Or^uisi 

- > ■ » *> 

Anorjymoue latter dated at Bew Orlaena, Louisiana, 
July 13* 1939, together with its i nolo sure, fro* 
•A Hew Orleans Schoolgirl. • 

Letter dated at Crowley, Louisiana, July 18, 1939, 



Mr. foi»on 



%.^-^^^v7>r. * «t. Matti«n 

'' Mr. A. T«mm 

0^1 

SSKSj? Mr * Cfe « 




: ^ Mr. Coffvy 



1 ■ 



Mr. Zgmn 
_ Mr. O twin 
Mr Crow I 
»f. Harbo 
Mr. Uwkt 

«r. Mclntlrc 

Mr . ftu-'-l 
4f. Tracy 



Anonymous letter dated at H c w Grlaans, Louisiana, 
July 10, 1939* together with newspaper editorial 
entitled "Direst Thou Then,,* 

Anonymous letter on letterhead of Hotel Gardner, 
Shrereport, Louisiana, receired in Office of the 
Attorney General on July 21, 1939, from "American. 11 

Anonymous letter postmarked at Hew Orleans, July 11, 
1939, beginning "Harry Jacobs, Levee Board Engineer 
1937-33 m 



I ^OJIMUNICAJiyiS SECTION 
AuOii/Si3Ue* xtitter dated ut «cw 'Jr 

beginning "Coa^&lfe&ihsPon yoir desire to invent!- 

gtlto ' 9 ' * r-j; 17 1333 * 
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Letter dated at Me* Orleana, Louisiana. Juhr 1ft. 
1939, Iroa Mrs. tiUlaa A. test, Jr» 




Letter dated at »ew lot* City, jWjf lit, 1939, from 
J. C. Corbln. 

1 

Letter dated at Mow Orleans, Louisiana, July 18, 1939, 
jSfJW&S:.' fc# R *J >bael » **•» together elth Its lncloeure. 

the lettew fro» Mr. Atwood, lr. Bailey, Mrs. West, 
Corbln, and Mr. Raphael have not been acknowledged. 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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